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A truce in the Delta
T he new agreement between state andwere allowed run out to sea, nominally on

federal water agencies won’t end thebehalf of the Delta smelt, although the feds
s̄truggle over..water quality standards forcan’t be sure if those fish in fact benefited in
the Deltm .Bu~ :it’s a b~g step toward restor’any way.
ing reliability:.~o..the water system and to-The new agreement puts strict limits on
¯ ward restoring state authority over its ownhow much water federal bureaucrats can de-
isupplies~ . mand for their environmental projects and it

The costs of protecting-the Delta will beprohiBitslisting any more endangered spe-
high, for water gsers., taxpayers and thecies ha the Delta for the next three years. In
.state’s ec~ngmy:.Under the‘ plan, negotiators. future, if the U.S..Fish and Wildlife Service
.for the’cities":.and .farms estimatethat waterwants more. water,, it will have to find its
users .del~.e.nden.t on tlae:.federal Central Val:. own supplies. Setting those kind of arbitrary
-ley Project will lose..a third of their wa~er. limits is hardly ideal from an environmental
supplies. The. Metropo.litan water District,:.. perspective. But the way in which endan-
~vhich serves more than half the-state’s pop-¯ gefed species laws have been manipulated
ulation, reports i~ will lose.t4 percent. Andin the Delia by all side.s only underscores the
that’s~ in years of average .precipitation;. inneed for Congress to overhaul the act
dry years; t~he. l,osses .wi .1~ be much greater. - .. . .

Thatwa~r~ ,be gginginst~ad to replem~,~ he. settlement marks amajo~ success
ish marshlauds .and rebuild, fisheries(.Bu_tI       for .Gov:-’Pete Wilson. Although he
while’ therd will he definite Pluses for the on--. withdrew the state’s original Delta plan
Vironment;there. willb~, losses as well,, and.when" environmentalists walked oug of the
’there’~ n0w.ayi0f.predi~ting howthey’ll hal- ~ negotiations; he ’nevertheless continued to
anceout.. Becau.s.e of ~hese cutbacks in gco.- .press for negotiations with the feds.Wilson’s
nom[� u~es, Californid’:ffo longer has the ~ra-. . stance, according to the urban and ag~icul-
.ter it needs .to grow~ Environmenta!,de-.- ;tural water users .who: have,.the .most at
mands fo~~ the D.elta havel thus accelerated- stake in the new’plan, helped in three ways:
the need. for-new:damSand conduitstha~ It. forc~d~hd feds to coordinate their own
.may pr0vet6 beevenm_~re~damaging.~~he .; agencies.to devel0pi ’a :coherent policy; it
environment over the long run:- : :. .. ;" .: " . forcgd the fat~e~s and Urban users to recog-

-; . ~: .: :. " ,i./; .:. ?"-:i ¯ : ~ i . ’niz.e" that:they had.:t0,ge~; serious about pro-
-_ ~r ith all of its .’.limitations, however, the ." tecting the ..Delta because continued conflict

agreement is a big improvement o’ver. ~. : between the state and, federal authorities
-’.,the: " "Two ~ ’’ ....... " ’ .... " "    " " " " " " ’ it" forced ~all     "status;quo, years ago,.Bay Area en-~. ::: wash t.helpmg anyone;.and sides
’vironm6ntalists" abandoned~ nego~i~tibns .. . to admit that they.didn’t have enough’ sciem
with.the std~e. 0ver.~Delta’wa.ter :qu, a!ityi’..,, tific, data to support :t.he demands...they were
.sta~. dar.dS, :.~Preferri~.i in~.t~d:.:to..~ha~:ith..e .~:.::~maki. "ng ~n.the~ ~.elt ~.w. ~i~er ~st~m:~)::..:..: (: ~
feds take" over. the S~....Wate~. Project :iiiider-!"::’ The new dealoh:the Delta is only. gpod for

’~.~he a,uthb.rity ~f the Edd.~nge~ed Spediels:Act. : :(~hr~e. jrei~s..I~’s’l~6p:e’d" by:that ~ime.::a’: new
;iThe..reSults.. ~f that.:; shift ha~e been, enor~ ::i-..~ federal Endang~i}~itt"Species Acti ~.be in
t.mously, dama~i~g.f~r:~h~state~seconom~r"~!:;i:::pl~ce- ana ;that. :all?~ide.s" wil! ha~ie ii better
water deliveries ~vere disrupted in the face;: understanding of how this water system

! ofcoritin.u.6tisly:escala~ing federal en~n: ::.~: .w0rks’and.where.the .~igree.m. ept can be im-
meni;al °demands;~,~’Meanwhile, ’millions of ;’ proved. It’s~~reat.bd~gi but it still has
g~lons, i~ ~hb sta~!~i ~ng .,water Supp~. s...:i, i..,al°ng way. ~ ~U"-! ~:i:: ::!~!.ii:. ,:! : :~ ’:-°;:’/":~" : ::~2" .
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